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tactics. But Howard had to set the tone, afloat
and ashore, to all who came within his sphere of
influence; and right well he set it. His dispatches
at this juncture are models of what such documents
should be; and their undaunted confidence is in
marked contrast to what the doomed Spanish
officers were writing at the selfsame time.

The southwest wind that turned Drake back
brought the Armada out and gave it an advantage
which would have been fatal to England had the
fleets been really equal, or the Spaniards in superior
strength, for a week was a very short time in which
to replenish the stores that Elizabeth had pur-
posely kept so low. Drake and Howard, so the
story goes, were playing a game of bowls on Ply-
mouth Hoe on Friday afternoon the 19th of July
when Captain Fleming of the Golden Hind rushed
up to say the Spanish fleet was off the Lizard, only
sixty miles away! All eyes turned to Drake.
Divining the right way to calm the people, he
whispered an order and then said out loud:
* There's time to end our game and beat the Span-
iards too. * The shortness of food and ammunition
that had compelled him to come back instead of
waiting to blockade now threatened to get him
nicely caught in the very trap he had wished to